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4) 13 Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-30 is/are rejected. 
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8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 17 July 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: item 301 on 
Figure 4b is not found in the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Applicant is advised to review the specification for other similar missing items. 

Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because several drawings and/or parts of drawings are freehand drawings. 
Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside 
the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. 
The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: Item 10 on page 8, line 26. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
Applicant is advised to review the drawings for other similar missing items. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 7-10, 14-17. 18-21 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by WO 99/1471 1 to Andrasev (further referred to as Andrasev). 

Regarding claim 1, Andrasev discloses a method for providing security to 
payment card transactions (page 5, line 30 - page 6, line 21) comprising: 

Receiving information designating an account of a payment cardholder (page 10, 
lines 24-31); 

In response to receiving account information, forwarding a request over a 
communications system to a mobile telephone of the payment cardholder for 
information identifying one or more authorized users of a payment card (page 1 1 , lines 
21-28); 
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Receiving information identifying one or more payment card users from the 
mobile telephone of the payment cardholder (page 2, lines 29-33; page 12, line 33 - 
page 13, line 16); 

In response to receiving payment card user identifying information, creating a 
validation record associated with the payment cardholder account and one or more 
authorized payment card users (page 2, lines 18-28; page 7, lines 14-22); and 

Setting the validation record to authorize payment card transactions with use of a 
payment card by an authorized payment card user (page 6, line 21 - page 7, line 22). 

Regarding claim 15, Andrasev discloses a method for authorizing payment card 
transactions (page 5, line 30 - page 6, line 21) comprising: 

Receiving information designating an account of a payment card transaction 
(page 10, lines 24-31); 

In response to receiving account information, forwarding a request over a 
communications system to a mobile telephone of the payment cardholder for 
information identifying one or more payment card users (page 11, lines 21-28); 

Receiving information identifying one or more payment card users from the 
mobile telephone of the payment cardholder (page 2, lines 29-33; page 12, line 33 - 
page 13, line 16); 

In response to receiving identifying information, retrieving a validation record 
associated with the cardholder account and one or more authorized payment card users 
(page 2, lines 18-28; page 7, lines 14-22); and 
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Determining whether a status of a payment card user is one of authorized and 
unauthorized by reconciling information received identifying one or more payment card 
users with the validation record (page 6, line 21 - page 7, line 22); and 

Completing the payment card transaction according to an authorization status of 
the payment card user (page 7, lines 14-22; page 10, line 24 - page 12. line 9). 

Regarding claims 2 and 16, Andrasev discloses the method wherein the 
communications system includes a short messaging service using a short messaging 
transport protocol for forwarding a request to a mobile telephone of a payment 
cardholder as a text message (page 6, lines 21-33; page 11, lines 21-33). 

Regarding claims 3 and 18, Andrasev discloses the method wherein receiving 
information identifying one or more payment card users includes receiving a verbal 
password associated with one or more authorized payment card users (page 1 , lines 
10-16). 

Regarding claims 4 and 19, Andrasev discloses the method wherein receiving 
information identifying one or more payment card users includes receiving a verbal 
password and a personal identification code associated with one or more authorized 
payment card users (page 1, lines 10-16; page 2, lines 29-33). 
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Regarding claim 5, Andrasev discloses the method wherein receiving information 
identifying one or more payment card users includes receiving a verbal password, a 
personal identification code and a mobile telephone number associated with one or 
more authorized payment card users (page 1, lines 10-16; page 2, lines 29-33; page 6, 
lines 26-33). 

Regarding claim 6 and 17, Andrasev discloses the method wherein receiving 
information designating an account of a payment cardholder includes receiving 
information from an access device selected from the group consisting of a land-based 
telephone, a personal computer (page 20. lines 16-21), a personal digital assistance, an 
automated teller machine (ATM) (page 2, lines 5-17) and an Internet access device 
(page 2, lines 5-17; page 11, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 7, Andrasev discloses the method wherein creating a validation 
record includes recording a verbal password associated with one or more authorized 
payment card users (page 1, lines 10-21; page 2, lines 18-28; page 7, lines 14-22). 

Regarding claim 8, Andrasev discloses the method wherein setting the validation 
record includes verifying a verbal password provided by a payment card user is similar 
to a verbal password recorded in the validation record and associated with one or more 
authorized payment card users (page 1, lines 10-21; page 2, lines 18-28; page 7, lines 
14-22). 
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Regarding claim 9, Andrasev discloses the method wherein creating the 
validation record further includes creating a validation record database (page 2, lines 
18-28; page 7, lines 14-22). 

Regarding claims 10 and 21, Andrasev discloses the method wherein the method 
further comprising providing access by a payment cardholder to the database, receiving 
information from the payment cardholder, and storing the information in the database 
(page 2, lines 21-33; page 6, lines 27-33; page 7, lines 14-22). 

Regarding claims 14 and 25, Andrasev discloses the method wherein receiving 
information from a payment cardholder includes receiving information from a mobile 
telephone (page 6, lines 27-33; page 11, lines 21-33). 

Regarding claim 20, Andrasev discloses the method wherein retrieving a 
validation record includes retrieving a validation record from a database (page 2, lines 
18-28; page 7, lines 14-22). 

Regarding claim 26, Andrasev discloses the method wherein completing 
payment card transactions according to an authorization status of the payment card 
user includes notifying the payment cardholder of the status of the payment card user 
(page 14, lines 18-20). 
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Regarding claim 27, Andrasev discloses the method wherein notifying the 
payment cardholder of the status of the payment card user includes fonA/arding a text 
message to a mobile telephone of the payment cardholder by a short message service 
using a short messaging transport protocol (page 6, lines 21-33; page 11. lines 21-33). 

Claims 28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 0 745 961 A2 to AT&T IPM Corp by Blonder et. al (further referred to as Blonder). 

Regarding claim 28, Blonder discloses a system for providing information to 
identify a payment card authorization system (column 3, lines 22-31) comprising: 

A central manager including a database to record and store information 
identifying a plurality of payment cardholders and payment card users of the 
authorization system (column 5, line 31 - column 6, line 40); 

The central manager coupled to a Short Message Service module to fonA/ard text 
messages to payment cardholders via mobile telephone (column 8, lines 20-28; column 
19, lines 51-58; Figure 10); and 

The central manager further coupled to a Voice Recognition module and an 
Interactive Voice Recognition module for voice communication between the central 
manager and payment cardholders and payment card users via mobile telephone 
(column 10, lines 29-37; column 19, lines 51-58; Figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 30, Blonder discloses the system wherein the central manager 
is further coupled to one or more credit authorization systems (column 5, line 28 - 
column 6, line 40). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham w. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



Claims 11-13 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrasev as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of EP 0 
745 961 A2 to AT&T IPM Corp by Blonder et. al (further referred to as Blonder). 



Regarding claims 1 1 and 22, Andrasev does not disclose the method wherein 
receiving information from a payment cardholder and storing the information in the 
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database includes receiving and storing information in the database for pre-authorizing 
one or more payment card transactions of one or more authorized payment card users 
for a predetermined period of time. However, Blonder discloses the method wherein 
receiving information from a payment cardholder and storing the information in the 
database includes receiving and storing information in the database for pre-authorizing 
one or more payment card transactions of one or more authorized payment card users 
for a predetermined period of time (column 7, lines 16-23 and lines 42-47; column 8, 
lines 31-35). It would be obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of 
preauthorized limits for predetermined periods of time as disclosed by Blonder with the 
mobile authorization system as disclosed by Andrasev. The motivation would be to 
create situations where purchases can be pre-approved for a defined time period to 
ensure that transactions outside of those limits are rejected, thus increasing security 
offered to the account. 

Regarding claims 12 and 23, Andrasev does not disclose the method wherein 
receiving information from a payment cardholder and storing the information in the 
database includes receiving and storing information in the database for blocking one or 
more payment card transactions of one or more payment card users of one or more 
authorized payment card users for a predetermined period of time. However, Blonder 
discloses the method wherein receiving information from a payment cardholder and 
storing the information in the database includes receiving and storing information in the 
database for blocking one or more payment card transactions of one or more payment 
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card users of one or more authorized payment card users for a predetermined period of 
time (column 7. lines 16-23 and lines 32-47; column 8, lines 29-38; column 9, lines 24- 
36). It would be obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art to combine the use of blocking 
transactions for predetermined periods of time as disclosed by Blonder with the mobile 
authorization system as disclosed by Andrasev. The motivation would be to create 
situations where purchases can be blocked for a defined time period to ensure that 
transactions which are undesired and perhaps suspected are rejected, thus increasing 
security offered to the account. 

Regarding claims 13 and 24, Andrasev does not disclose the method wherein 
receiving information from a payment cardholder and storing the information in the 
database includes receiving and storing information in the database for pre-authorizing 
one or more payment card transactions of one or more authorized payment card users 
within a predetermined transaction value limit. However, Blonder discloses the method 
wherein receiving information from a payment cardholder and storing the information in 
the database includes receiving and storing information in the database for pre- 
authorizing one or more payment card transactions of one or more authorized payment 
card users within a predetermined transaction value limit (column 7, lines 16-23 and 
lines 42-47; column 8, lines 31-35). It would be obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art 
to combine the use of preauthorized limits for predetermined transaction value limits as 
disclosed by Blonder with the mobile authorization system as disclosed by Andrasev. 
The motivation would be to create situations where purchases can be pre-approved for 
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a defined value limit to ensure that transactions outside of those limits are rejected, thus 
increasing security offered to the account and preventing overspending above an 
approved limit. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blonder. 
Blonder does not specifically disclose the system wherein the central manager operates 
as a software module operating on one or more computers. However, Blonder 
discloses a computer system which includes a communication network, a validation 
database, and a paging system network (column 5, lines 28-48), in which databases 
and processors are used to operate the system of authorizing transactions (column 6, 
lines 24-40). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that software would 
be used as part of the computer system as disclosed by Blonder, as software is the 
mechanism by which computer systems operate. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jennifer 
Liversedge whose telephone number is 571-272-3167. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached at 571-272-6799. The fax number for the 
organization where the application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jennifer Liversedge 



Examiner 
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